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DETAILED ACTION 



This is in reference to response received 12 April 2006. Claims 6, 8 -13 and 21- 
23 are pending for examination. 



Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments and concerns are responded to in response to amended 
claims. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall contain a written description of the invention, and of the manner and process of 
making and using it, in such full, clear, concise, and exact terms as to enable any person skilled in the 
art to which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and use the same and shall 
set forth the best mode contemplated by the inventor of carrying out his invention. 

Claims 6 - 13 and 20 - 23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, first paragraph, 
because the specification, while being enabling for network trading among members, 
does not reasonably provide enablement for determining predetermined members. The 
specification does not enable any person skilled in the art to which it pertains, or with 
which it is most nearly connected, to determine who determines the predetermined 
members to enabling the network trading among the predetermined members. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 6, 8, 9-13 and 20-23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Alibaba in view of Newman European Patent Publication 0-406-432 
and further in view of an article Information Bid & Asked by Esther Dyson hereinafter 
known as Dyson. 

Regarding claim 6, Alibaba teaches network trading among predetermined 
members (Registered users) through use of a management server (Alibaba system) 
having an electronic bulletin board function (Alibaba website) [Alibaba, page 15]. Alibaba 
teaches: 

Alibaba teaches member registration step (Alibaba users are required to be 
registered with Alibaba to place a bid on a product for sale, or, for putting a product for 
sale on Alibaba) [page 9]. Alibaba does not teach storing their biometric information of 
registered users. However, Newman teaches storing biometric information of registered 
users (at least one database storage and retrieval site having stored therein a plurality 
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of digital image data unique to persons to be identified) [Newman, Fig. 5 and disclosure 
associated with Fig. 5]. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to modify Alibaba as taught by Newman for positively identifying 
individuals. 

Alibaba in view of Newman teaches: 

an invitation transmission step of sending to the management sen/er by way of a 
network an tangible asset for which a requester (member) desires to invite applications 
(member posting tangible asset for other members to place a bid for) [Alibaba, page 15]. 

Alibaba in view of Newman does not explicitly teach an invitation transmission step 
of sending to the management server by way of a network an intangible asset for which a 
member desires to invite applications. However, Dyson teaches an invitation transmission 
step of sending to the management server by way of a network an intangible asset for 
which a member desires to invite applications (you may solicit advice about which brand 
of laser printers is best in your situation) [Dyson, lines 23 - 24]. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to modify Alibaba in view of Newman as taught by Dyson to 
allows service providers offer their services to Alibaba members. 

Alibaba in view of Newman and Dyson teaches: 

an invitation posting step of posting the product on an electronic bulletin board the 
invitation that has been transmitted by a member (Alibaba posting gathered asset 
information from their member over Alibaba website) [Alibaba page 1 5]; 
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an invitation browsing step in which providers (other members) browse the 
invitation of applications posted on the electronic bulletin board by means of accessing 
the management server by way of the network (Alibaba members accessing Alibaba to 
view assets posted by Alibaba members) [Alibaba, page 3-8]; 

an application transmission step in which the providers (members) send 
information about their intangible or tangible assets to the management server by way 
of the network, in response to the invitation of applications posted on the electronic 
bulletin board (Alibaba members placing bid on an asset) [Alibaba page 3-8, 38]; 

an application storage step in which the management server stores the 
applications that have been transmitted (Alibaba system storing asset information and 
member information on their system); 

an application browsing step in which the member accesses the management 
server by way of the network, thereby browsing the stored applications [Alibaba page 3- 
8, 38]; and 

an application selection transmission step in which requester (member) selects a 
desired application from the applications having been browsed and sends the result of 
selection to the management server by way of the network (Alibaba member placing a 
bid on an asset), wherein 

the management server identifies the requester (member) who has invited 
applications (member is required to login [Alibaba, page 4] and the providers (members) 
who have filed applications as authorized members (user authentication) when they 
access the management server and allows them to access the management server only 
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when providers are identified as authorized members [Alibaba, page 4] by use of the 
biometric infomriation that corresponds to handwritten signature pertaining to the 
members stored by using a handwritten data input pad and a pen (Newman teaches to 
capture signature and comparing reference data for verification) [Newman. Fig. 5 and 
disclosure associated with Fig, 5]. 

Regarding claim 8, Alibaba in view of Newman and Dyson teaches: 
a public-order-and-standards-of-decency step of inspecting whether or not the 
intangible asset for which applications are invited violates public order and standards of 
decency (for example adult material, illegal items] [Alibaba, page 40-41] and 

a first posting refusal step of refusing posting of the invitation on the electronic 
bulletin board when the intangible asset has been determined to violate public order and 
standards of decency in the public-order-and-standards-of-decency step [Alibaba, page 
41]. 

Regarding claim 9, Alibaba in view of Newman and Dyson teaches a public- 
order-and-standards-of-decency step of inspecting whether or not an invitation of 
applications for an intangible asset analogous to an intangible asset for which invitation 
of applications is desired has already been posted on the electronic bulletin board; and 

a second posting refusal step of refusing posting of the invitation on the 
electronic bulletin board when an invitation of applications for an analogous intangible 



Application/Control Number: 09/807,222 Page 7 

Art Unit: 3629 

asset is determined to have already been posted on the electronic bulletin board 
[Alibaba, page 38]. 

Regarding claim 1 1 , Alibaba in view of Newman and Dyson teaches number of 
applications which have been filed thus far for the invitation is displayed for the other 
members (number of bids). 

Regarding claim 12, Alibaba in view of Newman and Dyson teaches the member 
can select one application or two or more applications (selection of bids). 

Regarding claim 13, Alibaba in view of Newman and Dyson teaches the member 
can invite an additional application for an intangible asset which represents an 
improvement over the intangible asset for which the selected application has been filed, 
in connection with a person who has filed the application selected by the member 
(private auction). 

Regarding claims 20 - 23, Alibaba in view of Newman and Dyson teaches 
capability to accommodate trading method wherein the intangible asset corresponds to 
knowledge, proposal or an idea, know-how, corresponds to intellectual property. 
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Claim 10 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Alibaba 
in view of Newman European Patent Publication 0-406-432 and further in view of an 
article Information Bid & Asked by Esther Dyson hereinafter known as Dyson and 
Anand Milk Union Ltd. hereinafter known as AMUL. 

Regarding claim 10, Alibaba in view of Newman and Dyson does not teach the 
number of times other members have browsed details of the invitation of applications for 
the intangible or tangible asset is displayed for the other members (counter). However, 
Amul teaches counter for keeping track of number of times web page information is 
visited by a user. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to modify Alibaba in view of Newman and Dyson as taught 
by AMUL to keep track on number of times a web page is accessed during the time 
webpage was available for access to members of system. 
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Conclusion 

Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 
§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

Applicant is required under 37 CRF '1.111 (c) to consider the references fully 
when responding to this office action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Naresh Vig whose telephone number is (571) 272-6810. 
The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 7:30 - 6:00 (Wednesday off). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John Weiss can be reached on (571 ) 272-6812. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status infomiation for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




June 27, 2006 



Naresh Vig 
Examiner 
Art Unit 3629 



